
To: TES Members – Florida  
From: Rich Giles  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say Thank You to each of you who were able to 
participate in the recent search for Somer Thompson in Orange Park. The email 
requesting your assistance was sent the evening of October 20th for a search the 
following morning. Not much advanced notice, but you responded without hesitation. I 
realize that many of you took time away from work and other commitments to be there 
and that is admirable.  
 
Although the outcome of this case was not what we had all prayed for, be assured that 
the effort put forth by each of you allowed the Clay County Sheriff’s Office to utilize their 
available man-power to concentrate on following leads, conducting interviews and other 
investigative activities.  
 
I had the opportunity to speak with several members of law enforcement, the U.S. Navy, 
and residents of the Orange Park community and each expressed two things; first a true 
appreciation for your efforts and second the question of how it is we continue to do this 
realizing that the outcome may be tragic. My response to this was simple; “we all have 
our reasons and it’s what we do”.  
 
Grieve the outcome and keep Somer and her family in your prayers, but rest well 
knowing that your actions continue to have a tremendous positive impact on your 
character and the professionalism of our Florida membership and the entire TES 
organization.  
 
Again I thank each of you for a job well done!  
 

Rich 


